
 

 

REPORT 

REPORT TO: Chair and Members of Community Affairs Committee 

REPORT FROM: Planning and Infrastructure 

DATE: February 12, 2016 

REPORT NO.: PI-2016-0013 

RE: Regional Approval – Official Plan Amendment Nos.10 and 21 

File Nos.:  D08/OF Growth Plan Conformity (Urban Matters); 
D08/HA HPBATS Corridor Protection OPA 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
THAT Report No. PI-2016-0013, dated February 12, 2016, regarding the Regional 
approval of Halton Hills Official Plan Amendment Nos. 10 and 21, be received; 
 
AND FURTHER THAT Council endorses the proposed Regional modifications to 
Official Plan Amendment No. 10, as set out in the Regional post-circulation letter, 
attached as Appendix 1 to this report; 
 
AND FURTHER THAT the Region of Halton be advised that Halton Hills Council 
supports the approval of Official Plan Amendment Nos. 10 and 21, as proposed to be 
modified, and requests that the Region of Halton issue its Notices of Decision. 
 

 

Report Purpose: 
 
The purpose of this report is to: 

 Provide a status update on the Regional approval process for Halton Hills 
Official Plan Amendment Nos. 10 and 21; 

 Outline the proposed modifications to OPA 10 contained in the Region‟s post-
circulation letter, based upon discussion with Town staff, and related Town 
staff recommendations; 

 Recommend Council endorse the proposed Regional modifications, subject to 
revisions recommended by Town staff. 

 
 

http://www.bizpalinfo.com/hhills/edocs/helptext/reportGeneral1.htm
http://hhills.superclerks.com/edocs/helptext/reportrecommendation1.htm
http://hhills.superclerks.com/edocs/helptext/reportBackground1.htm
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BACKGROUND: 
 

A. Official Plan Amendment No. 10 - Urban Matters: 
 
At the Council Meeting of June 28, 2010 Council approved Resolution No. 2010-0167 
pertaining to Report No. PDS-2010-0060, and adopted Town of Halton Hills Official 
Plan Amendment No. 10 - Growth Plan Conformity (Urban Matters), dated June 2010, 
as a non-exempt (requiring Regional approval) local Official Plan Amendment. This 
amendment was part of the Town program to achieve conformity with the Growth Plan 
for the Greater Golden Horseshoe and Sustainable Halton (Regional Official Plan 
Amendment No. 38 or ROPA 38). 
 
Staff was directed to submit Official Plan Amendment  (OPA) No. 10 to the Region of 
Halton for approval, to monitor the approval process, and in the event that the Region 
of Halton post-circulation letter proposed modifications or deferrals, prepare a report to 
Council with recommendations concerning any proposed modifications or deferrals. 
 
OPA 10 as adopted by Council contained a number of significant revisions to the 
Official Plan, necessary to achieve conformity with the Provincial Growth Plan and 
ROPA 38, and implement the Preferred Growth Option for the Town to 2031 endorsed 
by Council, including:  

•  replacement of the 2021 planning horizon with a 2031 planning horizon, and 
identification of a planned 2031 population and employment of 94,000 people 
and 43,000 jobs for Halton Hills as a whole;  

•  expansion of the Georgetown Urban Area to include: a) Southwest Georgetown 
(now subject to a comprehensive planning exercise known as Vision 
Georgetown), b) Southeast Georgetown bounded by Tenth Line, 10 Side Road 
and the Hamlet of Norval, and c) the existing Hamlet of Stewarttown and 
adjacent lands outside of the Greenbelt Plan Area;  

•  expansion of the Halton Hills Premier Gateway Employment Area by 340 gross 
hectares northwest of Steeles Avenue, comprising Lot 1 of the former Esquesing 
Township;  

•  identification of the Regional Natural Heritage System within the Georgetown 
and Halton Hills Premier Gateway expansion areas;  

•  integration of the existing Rural (Mansewood) Industrial Area into the Urban Area 
designated as General Employment Area;  

•  inclusion of a minimum Designated Greenfield Area density target of 39 
residents and jobs per gross hectare, which is a blended figure that applies to 
the greenfield areas of Georgetown and the entire Halton Hills Premier Gateway;  

•  inclusion of additional policy direction regarding employment land conversions, 
and identification of Future Strategic Employment Areas (FSEA) and 
accompanying policies; and, 

•  inclusion of additional policy direction on phasing of development and the 
preparation of Secondary Plans as per ROPA 38.  

http://hhills.superclerks.com/edocs/helptext/reportBackground1.htm
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Since July 2010, the approval status of OPA 10 has been pending the resolution of a 
number of appeals to Regional Official Plan Amendment No. 38 (ROPA 38) pertaining 
to such matters as population and employment, urban expansion, the identification of 
Future Strategic Employment Areas, and development phasing. With the resolution of 
those appeals at the Ontario Municipal Board, and the partial approval of ROPA 38, the 
Region is now in a position to deal with approval of OPA 10. 
 

B. Region Development Phasing and HPBATS/GTA West Corridor Protection: 
 

B1. Regional Official Plan Amendment No. 39: 

 
In June 2011, subsequent to Council adoption of OPA 10, the Region approved 
Regional Official Plan Amendment (ROPA) No. 39. ROPA 39 implemented Regional 
phasing of development to the 2031 planning horizon by modifications to Map 5 – 
Regional Phasing and the addition of Table 2a containing dwelling unit and employment 
targets by Local Municipality by 5-year period, to the Regional Official Plan. The 
dwelling unit targets are further distributed between the Built-Up Area

1
 (i.e. 

intensification) and the Designated Greenfield Area
2
. 

 
Through Council adoption of Report PDS-2011-0038, Halton Hills endorsed ROPA 39 
and adopted the targets in Table 2a pertaining to Halton Hills, revised as recommended 
by Town staff, as the basis for local phasing policies in the Halton Hills Official Plan and 
Secondary Plans (i.e. Vision Georgetown). Other policies contained within ROPA 39 
include, amongst other matters: 

•  a requirement that the Local Municipalities demonstrate in their Official Plans 
how the overall population and employment targets to 2031, density and 
intensification targets, and development phasing targets, can be achieved 
and maintained at all times; 

• a requirement that the Local Municipalities prohibit the conversion of lands 
within employment areas to non-employment uses, including major retail 
uses, unless through a municipal comprehensive review, subject to criteria, 
including that the conversion will not compromise ability to meet the official 
plan employment targets; 

• a requirement that the Local Municipalities ensure that a full range and mix of 
housing types can be provided in each development phase. 

 

B2. Regional Official Plan Amendment No. 43: 

As outlined in detail in previous reports to Council including Report PDS-2014-0029, the 
Provincial requirement to implement corridor protection for the GTA West transportation 
corridor, and a commitment through a Memorandum of Understanding to implement 
corridor protection for the Halton Peel Boundary Area Transportation Study (HPBATS) 
transportation improvements, necessitated a joint Region of Halton/Town of Halton Hills 

                                            
1  Built-Up Area: all lands within the Built Boundary, which defines the limits of the developed 

urban area as of June 2006. 
2  Designated Greenfield Area: the area within the Urban Area that is not the Built-Up Area. 
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process. At the Regional level, this resulted in Regional Official Plan Amendment No. 
43, which identified a Corridor Protection Area in Halton Hills and Milton, and modified 
Map 5 – Regional Phasing to address the impacts of corridor protection on the supply 
of employment lands in Halton Hills.  
 
This amendment was appealed by Maple Lodge Farms and the South Georgetown 
Landowners Group, and is before the Ontario Municipal Board for adjudication. In a 
complementary manner, the Town modified OPA 10 and adopted Official Plan 
Amendment No. 21 as outlined in the following section of this report. 
 

C. Employment Land Re-Phasing and GTA West/HPBATS Corridor Protection: 
 
Through Resolution No. 2014-0149, Council adopted the following recommendations: 

THAT Report No. PDS-2014-0047, dated June 16, 2014, regarding the final 
revised HPBATS/GTA West Corridor Protection Official Plan Amendment 
(OPA No. 21), and related modifications to Official Plan Amendment No. 
10, Growth Plan Conformity (Urban Matters), be received; 
 
AND FURTHER THAT the proposed modifications to Town of Halton Hills 
Official Plan Amendment No. 10 related to the re-phasing of Halton Hills 
Premier Gateway Employment Lands, dated June 2014, be endorsed and 
incorporated into OPA No. 10 as post-Regional circulation modifications; 
 
AND FURTHER THAT staff be directed to consolidate the proposed 
modifications to Town of Halton Hills Official Plan Amendment No. 10, 
dated June 2014, with other required modifications to OPA No. 10, to 
facilitate approval of OPA No. 10, as modified, by the Region of Halton; 
 
AND FURTHER THAT Town of Halton Hills Official Plan Amendment No. 
21 (HPBATS/GTA West Corridor Protection), dated June 2014, be adopted 
as a non-exempt local Official Plan Amendment; 
 
AND FURTHER THAT Town of Halton Hills Official Plan Amendment No. 
21 (HPBATS/GTA West Corridor Protection) be submitted to the Region of 
Halton for approval; 
 
AND FURTHER THAT Town staff monitor the approval process for Official 
Plan Amendment Nos. 10 and 21, and in the event that the Region of 
Halton post-circulation letter proposes substantive modifications or 
deferrals, prepare a report to Council with recommendations concerning 
any substantive proposed modifications or deferrals. 

 

C1. OPA 21 – HPBATS/GTA West Corridor Protection  

The purpose of Official Plan Amendment No. 21 (OPA 21) is to implement a corridor 
protection area in Halton Hills and associated land use policies that protect the area for 
the future GTA West highway corridor and related HPBATS transportation 
improvements. OPA 21 achieves this by preventing the approval of development that 
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would preclude such improvements, pending the completion of Phase 2 of the GTA 
West Environmental Assessment, and subsequent environmental assessments 
identified in the HPBATS. The Amendment contains corridor protection policies related 
to an HPBATS/GTA West Corridor Protection Area in the Transportation section of the 
Official Plan, and the addition of an HPBATS/GTA West Corridor Protection Area as an 
overlay on the relevant land use and transportation schedules of the Official Plan.  
 
The lands affected by this Amendment generally include lands within the GTA West 
Preliminary Route Planning Study Area, in the Agricultural Area and Premier Gateway 
employment area of the Town, east of the rear lot lines of lots fronting on Eighth Line 
and the Toronto Premium Outlets, and the Southeast Georgetown lands in the vicinity 
of Tenth Line and 10 Side Road, identified in the Recommended Road Network of 
HPBATS. 
 
As Council is aware, on December 16, 2015 the Ministry of Transportation suspended 
the GTA West Environmental Assessment process pending a review and update in 
Spring 2016. Notwithstanding this suspension, the Town has been advised that 
requirements for corridor protection remain in place at this time. Also, the Town‟s 
commitment to corridor protection for the HPBATS improvements remains in place. 
 

C2. OPA 10 Modifications - Employment Land Re-phasing 

As a consequence of the implementation of corridor protection on all lands within the 
GTA West Preliminary Route Planning Study Area, all lands east of the Toronto 
Premium Outlets within the Premier Gateway Employment Area phased for 
development to the 2021 planning horizon are now unavailable for development 
pending the completion of the GTA West EA process. 
 
Therefore, a critical complementary initiative to OPA 21 is the proposed modifications to 
OPA 10, intended to achieve the following: 

• Re-phase all pre-2021 employment lands effected by corridor protection, inside 
the GTA West Route Planning Study Area east of Eighth Line, to between 2021 
and 2031; 

• Re-phase all 2021-2031employment lands outside of the GTA West Route 
Planning Study Area, west of Eighth Line, to the pre-2021 planning horizon, 
thereby permitting the initiation of a secondary planning exercise for this area to 
facilitate timely development of these lands as a replacement for those subject to 
corridor protection. In Spring 2015 the Town initiated the Premier Gateway 
Phase 1B Integrated Planning Project for those lands, in anticipation of the 
Regional approval of OPA 10 and 21; 

• Identify all 2021-2031 employment lands subject to corridor protection, and east 
of Eighth Line, as a second phase of employment lands to the 2031 planning 
horizon, for which a separate secondary planning exercise and infrastructure 
planning will be required, scheduled to commence in 2018.  
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COMMENTS: 
 
As the approval authority for OPA 10 (as proposed to be modified by the Town) and 
OPA 21, the Region has now issued their post-circulation letters, dated January 21, 
2016 (attached as Appendix 1 and 2 to this report). This report is in keeping with the 
Council direction to monitor the Regional approval process and prepare a report to 
Council on the Region‟s post-circulation letters. 
 
The Region‟s OPA 10 post-circulation letter advises that OPA 10, as proposed to be 
modified, conforms to the ROP as approved by the OMB, is consistent with the 
Provincial Policy Statement (2014), and conforms to other Provincial plans and policies.   
 
Based on analysis and discussion between Region and Town Planning staff, Regional 
staff proposes a number of modifications to OPA 10, pertaining to several subject areas 
outlined above, including conformity to the 2014 Provincial Policy Statement (PPS) and 
ROPA 39, which were approved subsequent to the Town adoption of OPA 10. These 
proposed modifications are provided in detail in Schedule A to the Region‟s letter, which 
is attached as Appendix 1 to this report. The majority of the proposed modifications can 
be described as technical in nature; however the following sections of this report 
summarize the more significant modifications for the consideration of Council. 
 

A. Future Strategic Employment Areas 
 
As Council will recall, the Provincial decision on ROPA 38 deleted Map 1C – Future 
Strategic Employment Areas (FSEA) from the Plan in conjunction with related policies. 
The FSEA are intended to protect potential future employment lands, outside of the 
urban area and beyond the 2031 planning horizon, from incompatible uses, due to their 
strategic location with respect to major transportation facilities. The FSEA in the ROPA 
38 were not a land use designation, but functioned as a so-called “constraint to 
development” and were not shown on Map 1, the land use schedule. FSEA policies 
would only permit the addition of the future strategic employment lands to the urban 
area before 2031 through a municipal comprehensive review as part of the five year 
review of the Regional Official Plan. The Town also identified and mapped FSEA 
through OPA 10. 
 
Consequently, the Region of Halton, Town of Halton Hills, Town of Milton and Orlando 
Corporation appealed the deletion of these policies by the Province. The FSEA in 
Halton Hills include lands immediately north of the linear expansion of the Premier 
Gateway Employment lands between the Sixth Line to Winston Churchill Boulevard and 
lands generally to the east of the Tenth Line. The identified lands are consistent with 
the Town‟s position on this matter as set out in Report PDS-2009-0066. 
 
On April 30, 2014 with the coming into force of a new Provincial Policy Statement 
(PPS), Region, Halton Hills and Milton staff were of the view that there was an 
opportunity for resolution of the FSEA appeal with the Province. Key changes to the 
Employment Areas section of the PPS included: 

http://hhills.superclerks.com/edocs/helptext/reportComments1.htm
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 Extending the planning horizon for long-term protection of future 
employment areas, beyond the 20 year horizon for the designation of 
urban land; and, 

 Directing the protection of employment areas in proximity to major goods 
movement (i.e. transportation) facilities and corridors for employment uses 
that require those locations. 

 
Subsequently, the Region and Towns of Milton and Halton Hills entered into 
discussions with the Province in an attempt to resolve the appeal. This resulted in 
Minutes of Settlement between the Region and Province, which produced several 
modifications to ROPA 38 mapping and policies. Map 1C was restored to the Plan, with 
the FSEA shown and described as an overlay, with an explanation that the FSEA are 
not land use designations, but rather constraints to development. Town staff 
participated in, and provided input to, development of the revised FSEA policies and 
mapping.  
 
The Minutes of Settlement were supported by all appellants of the FSEA policies, and 
through a Partial Approval Motion before the Ontario Municipal Board, the FSEA 
policies and Map 1C were approved by Oral Decision of the Board on September 28, 
2015. 
 
In order to implement the ROPA 38 FSEA policy/mapping revisions in the Town‟s 
Official Plan, the Region proposes to modify OPA 10 including Schedule A17 (see 
Attachment #11 to Schedule A of Appendix 1 to this report) to incorporate the identical 
mapping and policy changes now contained in ROPA 38 as amended at the Board. It is 
the view of staff that the revised policies address the concerns of the Town with respect 
to long-term protection of potential employment lands strategically located in relation to 
major transportation infrastructure, and it is recommended that the proposed OPA 10 
modifications be endorsed by Council. 
 

B. Regional Phasing (ROPA 39) 
 
As noted earlier in this report, when OPA 10 was adopted by the Town the Region had 
yet to incorporate development phasing policies into the Regional Official Plan. This 
was accomplished through ROPA 39 in June 2011, which was endorsed by Town 
Council. Therefore, the proposed modifications to OPA 10 include the incorporation of 
updated phasing policies and the relevant portion of Table 2a from ROPA 39 (referred 
to as Table F10 – see below), which establishes 5-year targets for designated 
greenfield area (i.e. Georgetown South and the Georgetown expansion areas) and 
intensification (i.e. Built Boundary within Acton and Georgetown) residential units, as 
well as employment (primarily Premier Gateway), to 2031. 
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Table F10 Regional Phasing 

 2012-2016 2017-2021 2022-2026 2027-2031 

Units in Designated 

Greenfield Area 

672 847 3,936 3,773 

Low Density Units 623 751 2,205 2,402 

Medium/High Density Units 49 96 1,731 1,371 

Units inside the Built 

Boundary 

517 917 2,056 2,087 

Employment 787 2,192 9,420 9,606 

 

C. Employment Land Conversions (Municipal Comprehensive Review) 
  
Through ROPA 39, the Region has introduced detailed policies pertaining to the 
conversion of employment lands into the ROP, to achieve conformity with Provincial 
policy put in place to protect against the conversion of valuable employment land to 
non-employment uses.  
 
The Region is now proposing modifications to the OPA 10 policies to achieve 
conformity with the Regional Official Plan. With respect to employment land 
conversions, the modified policies now specifically reference the relationship to the 
Regional phasing targets noted above, and the prohibition of conversion to major retail 
uses. With respect to non-employment uses in employment areas, the modifications 
explicitly recognize the permitted uses within the Gateway and Prestige Industrial 
designations of the Premier Gateway, and provide criteria on which to permit small-
scale institutional uses on a limited basis within employment areas. 
 

D. Accessory Apartments 
 
In order to achieve conformity with ROPA 38 and provincial legislation, which took 
effect subsequent to the adoption of OPA 10 in 2010, the Region has modified the 
policies pertaining to accessory apartments (i.e. secondary suites) in the Town Official 
Plan. The modified policy permits accessory apartments „as of right‟ in not only single 
and semi-detached, but also townhouse dwellings, subject to certain criteria (i.e. 
adequacy of parking) and the regulations of the Zoning By-law. 
 

E. Regional Natural Heritage System 

 
As outlined in previous reports to Council, the Town has adopted an approach to 
achieving ROPA 38 conformity based upon categories. OPA 10 is a Category 1 
amendment that is intended to achieve conformity with ROPA 38 with respect to urban 
matters only. Conformity with the Agricultural, Natural Heritage System and Mineral 
Aggregate policies and mapping of ROPA 38 was to be achieved through a Category 3 
amendment, once the ROPA 38 policies and mapping was approved at the Board.  
 
Board approval occurred on February 18 (Mineral Aggregate) and November 28, 2014 
(Agricultural and Natural Heritage Systems), and therefore through Report PI-2016-
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0021, also before Community Affairs Committee at this time, staff is recommending 
commencement of the Town‟s Agricultural and Natural Heritage Systems Review. 
 
As outlined in Report PI-2016-0021, inside the existing urban areas of Acton, 
Georgetown and the Premier Gateway, the spatial extent of the RNHS coincides with 
the Greenlands designations in the approved Halton Hills Official Plan. In all areas 
below the Niagara Escarpment brow, including the Georgetown and Premier Gateway 
expansion areas and the agricultural area, ROPA 38 implemented an enhanced natural 
heritage system (i.e. RNHS) that includes not only key features, but also buffers, 
linkages and enhancement areas. 
 

E1. Regional Natural Heritage System Modifications to OPA 10 
 
Notwithstanding the Town‟s Category approach to ROPA 38 conformity noted above, in 
late 2015, the Region of Halton advised that, the Region would not be prepared to 
approve OPA 10 unless it was modified to identify the relevant Regional Natural 
Heritage System (RNHS) policies and mapping changes within the existing urban areas 
of the Town. 
 
Therefore, Town staff has worked with Region staff to implement an approach to 
conformity that bridges the gap between OPA 10 approval and a future amendment to 
the Town‟s Official Plan arising from the upcoming Agricultural and Natural Heritage 
Systems Review (see Report PI-2016-0021). The approach is as follows: 

 Implementing a single-tier Greenlands designation in the existing Acton and 
Georgetown Urban Areas as shown on the land use schedules of the Official 
Plan (see Attachments #3, 5, 6, 7, and 14 to Schedule A of Appendix 1 to this 
report). This change does not result in revisions to the boundaries of the 
Greenlands designation within these areas, but rather the conversion of the 
existing Greenlands A and B designated areas into one overall Greenlands 
designation corresponding to the Regional Natural Heritage System designation 
in ROPA 38; 

 Incorporating a new sub-section into Section B1 – Greenlands System of the 
Official Plan that addresses Greenlands within existing urban areas and 
introducing a policy referencing specific RNHS policies and Map 1G of ROPA 38 
as the applicable policies pertaining to the Greenlands designation;  

 Including a notwithstanding policy referencing specific applicable RNHS policies 
and Map 1G of ROPA 38 within the Georgetown and Premier Gateway urban 
expansion areas. 

 
It is anticipated that specific policy references to ROPA 38 will be removed through the 
Official Plan amendment implementing the outcome of the upcoming Agricultural and 
Natural Heritage System Review, which will address ROPA 38 RNHS conformity on a 
Town-wide basis. 
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Regional Natural Heritage System in Stewarttown: 
 
In general as noted above, ROPA 38 RNHS mapping within the existing urban areas of 
Acton and Georgetown corresponds to the Greenlands mapping contained in the 
current Town Official Plan. However, in the case of Stewarttown, it is a Hamlet Area in 
the Official Plan, and is being incorporated into the Georgetown Urban Area through 
OPA 10. Consequently, the enhanced RNHS approach applied outside existing urban 
areas through ROPA 38 was applied to the Stewarttown area by the Region.  
 
As shown on Appendix 3 to this report, the area within the regulatory floodplain of Black 
Creek is currently designated Greenlands on the Stewarttown land use schedule of the 
Official Plan. Through ROPA 38, additional natural features, buffers and enhancement 
areas have been added to the RNHS. 
 
Given that Stewarttown is an already largely developed settlement area, Town staff 
asked the Region to consider refinements to the RNHS to exclude buffers and 
enhancement areas that impacted existing residential lots or uses. As a result, the 
Region did consent to some refinement, and the buffers and enhancement areas 
(shown in red hatching on Appendix 3 to this report) were removed by the Region.  
 
However, the remaining RNHS from ROPA 38 within the former Hamlet of Stewarttown 
has been incorporated on the Georgetown land use schedules of OPA 10 as proposed 
to be modified by the Region. One area of refinement was also supported by the 
Region on the North Halton golf course property situated within the boundary of the 
former Hamlet of Stewarttown (shown in red hatching on Appendix 3 to this report). As 
the RNHS is larger than the existing Greenlands System in the Town‟s approved 
Official Plan, the Club at North Halton has received notice of this report. 

RELATIONSHIP TO STRATEGIC PLAN: 
 
The Strategic Plan sets out a broad vision for the community contained in nine strategic 
directions, and this report relates extensively to most of these. In particular, OPA 10 
and 21 relate to: 

Strategic Direction C - Foster a Prosperous Economy, the Goal to maintain and 
enhance the economic vitality of the Town through the provision of a wide range of 
opportunities for economic development, and the following Strategic Objectives: 
 

C.1  To ensure an adequate supply of employment lands to provide 
flexibility and options for the business community and provide a range 
of job opportunities. 

C.3 To facilitate a rebalancing of the residential to non-residential 
assessment ratio to provide for the Town‟s long-term financial viability. 

 

Strategic Direction G - Achieve Sustainable Growth, the Goal to ensure that 
growth is managed so as to ensure a balanced, sustainable, well planned 
community that meets the needs of its residents and businesses, and the following 
Strategic Objectives: 

http://hhills.superclerks.com/edocs/helptext/reportStrategic1.htm


PI-2016-0013 

Page 11  

G.1  To provide for a moderate scale of growth that is in keeping with the 
Town‟s urban and rural character. 

G.2  To ensure that new urban areas are appropriately sized and phased 
relative to planned growth to 2031 and in conjunction with required 
infrastructure improvements. 

G.6 To ensure that sufficient fully serviced employment lands are 
designated to 2031 to accommodate new and expanded business 
activities that provide employment opportunities for local residents and 
provide greater balance between residential and non-residential 
assessment in the Town. 

G.8 To promote the identification of strategic employment land reserves to 
accommodate employment growth beyond 2031. 

G.9 To ensure that new population growth takes place by way of identifiable, 
sustainable, healthy and complete communities and neighbourhoods that 
reflect excellence in urban design. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT: 
 
There is no direct financial impact associated with this report. 

COMMUNICATIONS IMPACT: 
 
Notification that this report was on the Council Agenda was provided to all those who 
requested notification through the Town OPA 10 and 21 public processes. A courtesy 
information notice was also placed in the Independent/Free Press on February 18, 
2016, and individual notice was provided to The Club at North Halton. The Region will 
be advising of their Notice of Decision in accordance with statutory obligations under 
the Planning Act. 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS: 
 
The Town is committed to implementing our Community Sustainability Strategy, 
Imagine Halton Hills.  Doing so will lead to a higher quality of life.  The relationship 
between this report and the Strategy is summarized below: 
 

Do the report‟s recommendations advance the Strategy‟s implementation? Yes 
 

Which pillar(s) of sustainability does this report support? Cultural Vibrancy, Economic 

Prosperity, Environmental Health, and Social Well-being. 

 
In Summary, the Sustainability Implications of this report are as follows: 

 
Putting in place a land use policy framework for the planning of the Vision Georgetown, 
Premier Gateway Phase 1B and other mixed use/residential and employment areas is 

http://hhills.superclerks.com/edocs/helptext/reportFinancial1.htm
http://hhills.superclerks.com/edocs/helptext/reportCommunications1.htm
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closely linked to the Economic Prosperity and Environmental Health pillars of the 
Town‟s Integrated Community Sustainability Strategy, including the Focus Areas of: 
Diversified and Resilient Economy, Balanced Tax Base and Land Use, with the Goal to 
ensure that future urban areas are developed as a complete community, with compact 
pedestrian friendly neighbourhoods, a mix of housing types, appropriate employment 
opportunities, community facilities and open spaces. 
 
Comprehensive planning for Vision Georgetown and the Premier Gateway Phase 1B 
also relate directly to the ICSS pillars of Cultural Vibrancy and Social Equity, including 
the Focus Areas of: Strong Sense of Community, Inviting Parks and Trails, 
Infrastructure, Natural Heritage, Energy, Housing and Transportation. 

 
Overall, alignment of this report with the Community Sustainability Strategy is: 

Excellent. 

CONSULTATION: 
 
Town Planning staff worked closely with Regional Planning staff to develop 
modifications to OPA 10 to address ROPA 38 and Provincial Plan conformity as 
outlined in this report. 

CONCLUSION: 
 
The purpose of this report was to provide a status update on the Regional approval 
process for Halton Hills Official Plan Amendment Nos. 10 (Urban Matters) and 21 
(HPBATS/GTA West Corridor Protection), and outline the proposed modifications to 
OPA 10 contained in the Region‟s post-circulation letter, based upon discussion with 
Town staff, and related Town staff recommendations. 
 
It is recommended that: 

 Council endorse the proposed Regional modifications to OPA No. 10; 

 The Region of Halton be advised that Halton Hills Council supports the 
approval of Official Plan Amendment No. 10, as proposed to be modified, 
and requests that the Region of Halton issue its Notice of Decision; 

 The Region of Halton be advised that Halton Hills Council supports the 
approval of Official Plan Amendment No. 21, and requests that the Region 
of Halton issue its Notice of Decision. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
  
 

Steve Burke, MCIP, RPP 
Manager of Planning Policy 

http://hhills.superclerks.com/edocs/helptext/reportconsultation1.htm
http://hhills.superclerks.com/edocs/helptext/reportconclusion1.htm
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Reviewed and Approved by, 
 
 
   

John Linhardt, MCIP, RPP       Chris Mills 
Executive Director of Planning and  Commissioner of Planning and 
Chief Planning Official   Infrastructure 
 
 
 
 

Brent Marshall 
Chief Administrative Officer 
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