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Zoning and Ontario Building Code Requirements for Decks 

All Decks must be located and configured in compliance with the applicable Zoning By-
laws.  Please contact the Zoning Officer at the Town of Halton Hills, Building Services to 
obtain the relevant requirements (i.e. Setbacks, etc.). 

Depending on the size/area of the decks, their height above the finished grade, 
attachment to the adjacent building and access conditions, decks may need to comply 
with the OBC requirements. The following identifies when decks will require a building 
permit: 
 
Decks attached to a building: 
 

• Decks of any area and any height above finished grade.  
 
Decks NOT attached to a building: 
 

• Decks with an area greater than 10m2 (108 ft2 ) and a deck height greater than 
600mm (24”) above finished grade. 

• Decks with an area equal to or less than 10m2 (108 ft2) and a deck height 
greater than 600mm (24”) above finished grade, if there is a door that opens unto 
to the deck from a building.  

Guide to Building Permit Applications for Decks 

To apply for a building permit for a deck, you are required to submit the following: 

• Application form:  A standardized application form prescribed by the Ministry of 
Municipal Affairs and Housing needs to be completed. A copy of the application form 
is included in this Guide, alternatively the application can be obtained on the Ministry 
of Municipal Affairs and Housing website: www.mah.gov.on.ca/index.htm 

As of January 1, 2006, In conformance with the Ontario Building Code, s.3.2., Div,C, 
except when the owner designs his/her own deck.  A deck is designed by architects or 
engineers, all other persons responsible for a deck design must be qualified. The 
designer information needs to be specified on Schedule 1 of the application form and on 
every document submitted for a building permit.  The standard templates provided by 
the Ministry may be used by the designers to provide the required information on the 
drawings. 

• Two copies of survey/plot plan showing: 
o Location of all structures presently on the property;  
o Location of septic tank and tile bed, if applicable (measurement to the proposed 

deck shall be indicated, if close by); 
o Location of proposed deck, including stairs, with accurate measurements to all 

lot lines and all deck and stairs dimensions.   

http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/index.htm
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NOTE:  All proposed construction must be kept away from existing septic tanks and tile 
beds, and clear access to septic tanks must be maintained for servicing requirements. 

• Two copies of Design drawings and specifications: 
o Plan view indicating size and spacing of the foundations, floor joists and beams; 

size and location of existing and/or proposed door openings in the adjacent walls 
(lintel span and size for new openings shall be indicated); 

o Cross section(s) indicating height of the deck from finished grade, attachment 
details to building (if applicable) and other relevant structural framing 
details/information; 

o Elevation(s) (views) showing guards/railing, stairs, etc.  
 
NOTE: Guards (railings) need to be installed where the height of the deck exceeds 60 
centimeters (24 inches) from the finished ground level. The Ontario Building Code 
contains the prescriptive requirements for the construction of exterior guards and 
handrails. Wood guards comply with the Code if they are constructed in accordance 
with the Supplementary Standard SB-7, “Guards for Housing and Small Buildings”. If 
any proposed guard component (posts, top/bottom rail, baluster, etc.) are not wood 
(including any combination of wood, aluminum and glass) the drawings submitted for a 
building permit must include connections/construction details designed by a 
Professional Engineer licensed to practice in Ontario or must be approved by the 
Canadian Construction Materials Centre (CCMC). The supplier or manufacturer of the 
pre-manufactured railing system should be able to provide the required design 
documentation. 

See attached samples (drawings D1-D4) of typical survey/plot plan and design 
drawings. 

Note: As a quick check for the completeness of your construction details, ask yourself 
the following question:  “Would a qualified person be able to construct a deck from my 
plans without having to ask me any questions?” 

• Other approvals: Prior to the issuance of a building permit from the Town, some 
other approvals may be required. Building Services staff may be contacted if 
assistance is required to determine which approvals apply to specific applications.  

If the property is under the Conservation Authorities Act (re: proximity to flood plains 
and watercourses) the applicant is required to contact one or more of the following 
agencies for further information (to obtain either a permit or exemption): 

Credit Valley Conservation Authority 
1255 Old Derry Road 
Mississauga, ON L5N 6R4 
905-670-1615 
www.creditvalleyca.ca 
  

http://www.creditvalleyca.ca/
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Halton Conservation 
2596 Britannia Road West R.R. #2 
Milton, ON L9T 2X6 
905-336-1158 
www.conservationhalton.on.ca 

Grand River Conservation 
P.O. Box 729   
Cambridge, ON N1R 5W6 
519-621-2761 
Toll Free 1-866-900-4722 
www.grandriver.ca 
 
If the property is within the Niagara Escarpment Commission controlled area, the 
applicant is required to obtain either a NEC Development Permit or an exemption letter. 

Niagara Escarpment Commission 
232 Guelph Street 
Georgetown, ON L7G 4B1 
905-877-5191 
www.escarpment.org 

• Building Permit Fee is required to be paid at the same time an application for a 
building permit is submitted. For the current fee schedule please visit the Town’s 
website, Rates & Service Charges http://www.haltonhills.ca/userfees/index.php. 
 

• Damage Deposit (safeguard to Town owned infrastructure such as roads and 
curbs) is required to be paid for deck projects and will be collected prior to the 
issuance of the building permit. Upon completion of the work (and closing of the 
building permit), the Town of Halton Hills, Engineering Services will release this 
deposit to the property owner. 

 
Road Occupancy Permit 
Road Occupancy Permit (ROP) is required for each work area/project with a disposal 
container and/or construction supplies within the Town of Halton Hills road allowance 
(boulevard, sidewalk, and/or roadway). The purpose of the ROP for Disposal Containers 
or Construction Supplies is to permit proper placement of the containers or construction 
supplies on the road allowance, under the condition that neither could be placed on a 
private driveway. 
  

http://www.conservationhalton.on.ca/
http://www.grandriver.ca/
http://www.escarpment.org/
http://www.haltonhills.ca/userfees/index.php


BLD-2023-03                                                               Building Services
  
Page 6 of 16                                         Tel: 905-873-2600 ext. 2924 Fax: 905-873-3036 

Typical Survey Plot Plan Sample  
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Typical Deck Plan 
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Typical Cross Section thru Deck 
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Typical Cross Section thru Stair 
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Application for a Permit to Construct or Demolish 
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Building Permit Issuance 

If your submission is a “complete application”, the process will be completed within 10 
working days, at which time the Building Permit will be issued or refused. If the 
application is refused, all reasons for the refusal will be listed in the refusal letter. When 
you address all outstanding items, i.e. make necessary modifications and/or obtain all 
missing information, then you may submit the missing documentation to Building 
Services for review. Even though the said ten (10) day timeframe is no longer applicable 
for your resubmission, you may expect this additional review to be completed within a 
similar time period.  

If your application is not acceptable due to zoning non-compliance, you can either apply 
to the Committee of Adjustment for a Minor Variance to zoning requirements or apply 
for a Zoning Amendment (rezoning). These applications should be submitted to the 
Planning Department.  

For additional information, contact the Planning Technician at 905-873-2600 ext. 2252. 
If your application is not acceptable due to Building Code non-compliance, you may 
modify your application and re-submit. 

Field Inspections 

When the application review process is completed and the appropriate permit issued, 
the construction phase may begin. 

While work is being done, the permit must be posted in a conspicuous location on site.  
The plans and/or specifications reviewed by Building Services must also be kept on site 
and available for review by a building inspector.   

All work must be carried out in accordance with the reviewed Building Permit 
documentation and the Ontario Building Code. 

Any proposed changes to the plans must be submitted to Building Services and 
approved prior to actual construction. 

All mandatory inspections required for your deck will be listed on the building permit 
card. 

The Building Inspector will inspect your project at key stages during construction.  
For decks, there are three mandatory inspections: 

• prior to constructing the foundation system  
• upon substantial completion of structural framing 
• upon completion of all proposed work - final inspection   
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The last two inspections (structural framing and final inspection) may be scheduled at 
the same time. (Please note that inspectors must be able to see the area of the 
construction that they are required to inspect).  

The person responsible for the construction project must request each inspection, 
allowing 48 hours advance notice, excluding weekends and statutory holidays. If the 
Building Inspector determines that some work does not conform to the approved plans 
or the Ontario Building Code, he or she will advise through a written inspection report 
that the situation is to be remedied. If the violation is serious, an Order to Comply may 
be issued. Further inspections may be required before work can resume. 

When all work is completed and inspected, building permit will be closed and damage 
deposit will be returned. 

An open building permit is an order against the property and may cause you a problem 
when selling the property or during a re-financing process. 
 

Building Services Contact 

Town of Halton Hills 
Building Services  
905-873-2600 or Toll Free 1-877-712-2205 
Fax: 905-873-3036 
www.haltonhills.ca 

• Building Permit Intake Analyst ext. 2924  

• Building Inspection ext. 2922 

• Zoning Services ext. 2320 

• On-line building inspections: http://www.haltonhills.ca/forms/inspection-request.php 
  

https://www.haltonhills.ca/
http://www.haltonhills.ca/forms/inspection-request.php
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Before You Dig 

 
Town of Halton Hills  
Engineering Services 
(Storm sewer) 
1 Halton Hills Drive 
Halton Hills, ON L7G 5G2 
905-873-2600 ext. 2200 
www.haltonhills.ca 
 

Halton Hills Hydro 
(Hydro Lines) 
43 Alice Street 
Acton, ON  L7J 2A9 
519-853-3700 ext. 253 
www.haltonhillshydro.com 
 

Region of Halton 
(Sanitary sewers and water mains) 
1151 Bronte Road 
Oakville, ON L6M 3L1 
1-866-442-5866 ext. 0 
www.halton.ca 
 

Bell Canada – Acton/Georgetown 
(Telephone Line) 
310-BELL (2355) 
www.bell.ca 
 

Cogeco Cable Solutions 
(Cable TV) 
1-866-950-3712 
http://cogeco.ca/web 
 

Union Gas 
(Gas lines) 
1-877-969-0999 
www.uniongas.com 
 

Tree Cutting By-Law Officer 
(Green and Valley Lands) 
1-866-442-5866 ext. 7279 
www.halton.ca 
 

Ontario One Call 
1-800-400-2255 
www.on1call.com 
 
 

 
 

https://www.haltonhills.ca/
http://www.haltonhillshydro.com/
http://www.halton.ca/
http://www.bell.ca/
http://cogeco.ca/web
http://www.uniongas.com/contactus
http://www.halton.ca/
http://www.on1call.com/

